
 

 

Uniform items can be or-
dered online from 

www.trutexdirect.com using 
the code LEA00443SC.   

To report your 

child absent call:  

01630 650020  

Find                  online at 

www.groveschool.net  

 

Contact the school on 

admin@grove.biblio.net  

 
The school has been selected 
as an FA Club Link School. 

 

A t this time of the term we 
are busy planning for the 
new academic year and the 
challenges that may come 

our way as a new Government decides 
the Education Policy. We also try to 
take time to reflect on the year that is   
coming to an end. This year seems to 
have gone very quickly and this is   
possibly because we are a very busy 
school. We constantly seek to improve 
what we offer during the normal school 
day and in the extra activities we    
provide for our students because we 
believe learning isnôt something that 
only happens in classrooms. With only 
3 weeks left of term we still have a lot 
of things happening! The final group of 
Year 8 students is at the Birks (120  
approximately have been this year); 
the Festival Drayton Centre is hosting a 
display of our studentsô art work (well 
worth a visit); Year 10 students are 
about to go out on Work Experience; 

there are visits to Le Touquet for 
Year 7 and Malta for Post 16; 
Post 16 students are taking part 
in their Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition; then we have Sports 
Day and Activity Days! Before 
the terms ends we have our new 
Year 7 into school for their    
transition day and also visits for 
Year 5    students. 
I would like to take this         
opportunity to thank my        
colleagues for their commitment 
this year and for their           
willingness to provide Grove   
students with such a varied  
educational experience. I would 
also like to thank parents,     
carers, Grove Connex Mentors 
and all those people who have        
supported our students this year.  

 

Ms J Radbourne 
Headteacher 

http://www.trutexdirect.com


 

 

 

House News  

Leading the pollsé Jennie, Tom, Allison, Bradlee, Kyle, Emily, Olli & 
Sophie.  Not only has the nation gone to the polls but so has the 
Grove.   Elections were held to appoint House Captains and Vice 
Captains for 2010/11. Students interested in standing were asked to 
submit a manifesto of what qualities they feel they would bring to 
the post.  These were then published on House boards for  everyone 
to read before the voting began in tutor time.  Each of the four 
Houses is represented on the School Council by the elected Captains 
and Vice Captains where studentsô views can be expressed to raise 
concerns or to make proposals for any changes. 

The new captains taking up the challenge are:  
East House  

Jennie Atkin SMH and Tom Barker SH  House Captains 
Ed Green SMH & Evie Nagington SW Vice Captains 

West House  
Allison Smith & Bradlee Webb both FP tutor group House Captains 

Josh Plant SJ & Lucy Taylor WT Vice Captains 
South House  

Kyle Edwards KAS & Emily Fulcher TK House Captains 
Chelsey Campbell KAS & Jordan Bentley VF Vice Captains 

North House  
Oliver Hobbs JAH & Sophie Peacock JA House Captains 
Luke Strauss JAG & Katie Williams JAG  Vice Captains 

 

With their new badges! 



 

 

 
Our congratulations to the winners of the planner cover designs who 

all received a WH Smith voucher. 

Best tutor group attendance continues to be rewarded with free breakfasts every half 
term for the winning tutor group.  It must be working: our attendance is up 2% in the 
last academic year.  Well done.  Keep 

it up everybody.  
This half term      
winners from 
each house are: 



 

 

D of E & Leaversô Dinner 

 

Grove College students have taken part in two 
training expeditions for their Duke of           
Edinburgh Gold Award, in the lead up to their 
main five day expedition across mid Wales in 
July.  Their preliminary expedition to the Birks 
had to be re-arranged due to the heavy snow 
that covered most of the country, but went 
ahead a few weeks later ï although it was still 
very cold for camping outdoors!  
The group was trained in map reading,    
mountain survival and first aid which they 

Grove  Co l l eg e     
annual leaversô   
dinner took place 
on Monday 28 June 
at Keele Hall.  Year 
13 students and 
s c h o o l  s t a f f         
enjoyed a formal 
dinner and were 

later joined by Year 12 
students for the disco in 
the second part of the 
evening.  

were then able to practise during 
their second expedition to the 
Llangollen area in April.  When 
asked to list the best things after 
the Birks visit, there was a long 
list which included: óthe starsô, 
ócooking outdoorsô, ófresh airô and 
ógetting up the final hillô. There 
was only one unanimous       
comment on the worst thing ï 
óthe massive hill on the first dayô! 
The number of students taking 
part in this Award has increased 
yet again this year and we never 
fail to be impressed by the    
commitment not only to the      
expeditions, but also to the    
community work and learning of 
new skills that are undertaken 
throughout the two years.  Their 
day at Buckingham Palace has 
certainly been earned and we 
wish them every success on the 
final expedition. 



 

 

 

News from Grove College  

Higher Education Week takes place each year after Year 12 have finished their AS 
Level examinations and forms part of Grove Collegeôs careers programme.          
Between 70 and 80% of our Year 13 students continue onto university and we are 
very fortunate in having a highly experienced tutor team who can guide our       
students though the application process.  We believe that this individual attention 
in helping students with their research into suitable courses is one of the main   
reasons for our studentsô very low drop out rate from university compared to the 
national average. 
During the week, speakers from a number of universities gave talks on aspects of 
the application process and also on the important topic of student finance.  (Two 
of these representatives from Keele and Staffordshire universities returned for an 
evening for a talk and question session for parents whose support is obviously    
invaluable.) 
The week culminated in visits to Open Days at Birmingham and Nottingham            
universities where students had the opportunity to talk to department staff and        
explore other areas 
of student life.  
Students are also 
encouraged to use 
t h i s  p o s t -
examination period 
to attend other 
O p e n  D a y s         
independently to 
w i d e n  t h e i r        
exper ience of    
different types of 
Higher  Education      
institutes to enable 
them to make    
better informed 
choices.  

College ñLeaving Hoodiesò were definitely the uniform of the day when we 
said farewell to yet another excellent group of Year 13 students.  We wish 
them well in their final exams and look forward to success on results day, 
Thursday 19th August, when the majority of the year group expect to   
confirm their university places.  



 

 

 

 

The Business Studies Department is 
planning an International Study Visit 
to the dynamic Spanish city of      

Barcelona in April 2011. Grove College students of Business 
Studies and Economics will 
have the opportunity to 
take part in the 4 
day/3night visit next 
spring.  
Following flights from     
Liverpool airport students 
will be accommodated, on 
a bed and breakfast basis, 
in a new Youth Hostel located in a quiet area 
of the city, close to the famous Sagrada     
Familia Cathedral. The trip will include study 
visits to the huge modern Seat Factory, the 
Nou Camp Stadium, home of FC Barcelona, 
and the Port of Barcelona, a site of major   
business regeneration.  

Will Emma be Energised?  

Lucky 15 year old Emma Rich (JW) has enjoyed a unique Work Experience event at 
the National Grid Training Centre near Newark, Nottingham.  This is a brand new         
residential learning opportunity to boost knowledge of engineering, and the future 
of energy. 
During the course Emma and students from other schools across the region worked 
with real engineers to see first hand how the supply of energy works.  This included 
learning about the anatomy of the nationôs energy networks and taking a close up 
view of high-voltage substations, lines and cables.  Students explored the scale of 
the óhardwareô used to keep our lights on and our gas flowing.  They had a tour 
round a major power station to find out how electricity is generated and a visit to a 
gas compressor site to develop a deeper knowledge of how gas is moved around in     
volume. 
There were social activities as well which included a film evening and a sports 
night.  On the final night the óSmallpiece Trustô and óNational Gridô hosted a        
conference style dinner. 
This Work Experience Week is run by óNational Gridô in partnership with the              
independent charity, the óSmallpeice Trustô and is part of an ongoing programme of 
residential courses to help young people aged 13 to 18 learn and develop skills in    
engineering, design, technology and manufacturing. 
Emma will be letting us know how she got on in the next newsletter.  



 

 

Learning about Anti Social Behaviour  

At the end of May I and 3 other people from year 8 went to an anti bullying day 

at Wem Town Hall.  When we first arrived I was so scared because there were 

about 100  people there who I didnôt know.  We were greeted by two women who 

gave us a sheet and a badge and told us that there were refreshments on the table.  

The organiser of the day was really friendly and made us feel welcome and introduced us to 

some of the youth leaders and I was very pleased then to see faces that I knew.  After about 

15 minutes talking they called us into a huge room which was actually the main part of the 

town hall and the organiser told everyone what was going to happen.  He said that we were 

going to go to three workshops about antibullying. 

He introduced a man who told us about the work he had done to help antibullying in schools 

which was really interesting and he had loads of great facts to tell us.  When we found out 

what workshops we were going into first my heart sank because I would be in a workshop 

on my own and not with the other Grove students.  This was really bad news because Iôm 

not a people person and I hate going up and talking to people I donôt know! 

My first workshop was about drama.  We had to get into groups of 4 and do 5 ófreeze 

framesô about someone getting bullied and how they would react to it.  In the end I really 

enjoyed that workshop because I was sort of forced to talk to people and make friends.  

When it finished it was time to have a break which lasted 20 minutes.  My second workshop 

was called Bully Bingo and I thought this was a great way to teach us how to stop people 

from bullying and what we should do if we were getting bullied. 

After the workshop had finished lunch started and everyone from the Grove met up.  There 

was a large table where there was a huge selection of food.  The final workshop was called 

óClickersô ï there were little remotes on our chairs and we watched a movie about bullying.  

Questions followed and we had to answer by clicking on the button on the remote.  I loved 

this one because I am always pressing    

buttons at home. 

When this last workshop finished, the     

organiser called everyone into the town hall 

room where there was a policeman, a 

school teacher and an ex-member of Youth 

Parliament.  There was then a question time 

where we were free to ask any questions we 

wanted. 

All in all I enjoyed the day and I learnt 

loads of things and facts about antisocial 

behaviour.  If this event comes again I will 

be very happy to 

go again. 

 

S t u d e n t s          

attending from 

the Grove were      

Alfie, Charis, 

R o b e r t  &     

Chelsea. 



 

 

 G & T Enterprise Day at Walford College, Oswestry  

23  gifted & talented students 
from Grove, together with students 
from Thomas Adams, Sir John Talbot 
and Rhyn Park schools, attended the 
above event which was organised by 
Shropshire,  Telford & Wrekin EBP. 
The day started with an óice breakerô 
where students from all the schools 
were mixed up on different tables 
which soon had them all chatting and 
working  together.  
The specification was to invent a new 
product that could be found in any 

fridge across the country. Representatives 
from Muller were at each table and gave 
help and guidance to students. The teams 
then had to present their own ideas to a 
panel of 3 judges who decided on the 
best new product.  
Congratulations and well done to Laura 
Coggins and Alice Booker who were part 
of the winning team.  They created an ice 
lolly yoghurt that had layers of pureed 
fruit.  
The afternoon saw local businessman 
Steve Farmer giving an excellent          
interactive presentation about job           
applications which enabled students to 
see what he looks for in an application 
form when people apply for a job at his      
company.  Following this Chloe Bentley, 
Allison Smith & Sarah Cook produced a 
letter in record time.  Steve selected this 
as being a good example of a letter which 
would inspire him to call the applicant for 
interview. 
Our thanks to the EBP and the Muller 
team who not only gave us their time but 
also generously provided students with 
lots of free gifts.  It was an excellent day 
which all the students enjoyed.   
 

   



 

 

 

Head of Physics Rockets to the Hague  

Mr Marsh, Head of Physics,  rockets off to the Hague after being selected to visit 
the European Space Agency in the Netherlands.  Whilst there he will get the 
chance to tour the space station, attend workshops by other teachers and  bring 

back ideas for science lessons.   He is hoping 
to make some contacts with other schools 
that are interested in using óspaceô as a model 
for teaching and strengthen links with the ESA 
so the school can have resources for teaching.  
He was delighted when the ESA telephoned 
the school to ask if he could deliver a      
workshop at their conference on human space 
flight for teachers across Europe.                 

Ms J Radbourne, Headteacher, said, ñThis is a 
prestigious international event and Iôm       
delighted that Mr Marsh is one of around 40 
people from across Europe who have been    
invited to attend.  Itôs a credit to him and the 

School that heôs one of only eight people who have been asked to deliver      
workshops and itôs a fantastic opportunity for him.ò 
He said, ñI try my best to make physics interesting and relevant for the students 
and I fit as much as I can into the lessons.  It gives the students a taste of      
science in the real world and shows them that space isnôt all about being an     
astronaut and going into orbit.  It seems to have shone through positively to the 
extent that weôre oversubscribed for A level physics and the students that know 
about my visit to the Hague are quite excited and want to come with me.ò 

If you get the chance to go to the Art Exhibition showing at 
the Festival Drayton.  Do go along, you wonôt be           
disappointed.  It is a superb display of creativity showing a 
range of media including photography, artwork, printing 
and sculpture which have been  selected from students in 
all years. The exhibition is called óJourneyô and is the third 
exhibition of its kind to be held.  It shows a wealth of     
colour and vitality.  Some exam pieces have also been     
included in the show and these will be available for sale. 
Please see a member of staff if you are interested in      
buying any of them.    
Entry is free and the exhibition will run until the 20 July 
from 9.30 to 4.30 Monday to Saturday.  
We are sure you will enjoy the work presented in this    
celebration of young talent.  

óJourneyô 



 

 

 

Go on a journey through film  
A great film can send you around the world 
through an amazing landscape of different 
countries and cultures.  It can inspire you to 
explore fresh ideas and   important issues.  It can make you 
look at the people around you and even at yourself in a whole 
new way, and you can have fun.  
Are you interested in going on a journey with FILMCLUB?  
 This is a great opportunity.  Are you in yrs 7 ï9 and would like 

to see some films after school in óDô 
block?  See your tutor or Mrs J Dart in 
Languages.   
You get to choose the films which will 
be shown after school from 3-5 pm 
and it doesnôt cost anything! 

Year 8 students have been taking part 
in a variety of óLife Skillsô activities at 
the end of June spread over two days.  
The activities were designed to help the 
students improve their teamwork, prob-
lem solving and communication skills 

and were 
led by staff 
from the 
RAF Schoolsô Outreach 
Team.  Each session took 
place in the school gym and 
lasted approximately 1½ 
hours.  

óSkills Activityô 



 

 

Blue Planet  

All Year 7 have spent the last half term working on their cross -curricular 
project known as ñBlue Planet.ò   Students are presented with a ñDragonôs 
Denò scenario when they are challenged to pitch their ideas for a new 
aquarium in the Market Drayton area.  The groups have worked hard on 
researching how an aquarium works both financially and in terms of     
conservation and education.  Their research included a trip to the Blue 

Planet Aquarium near Ellesmere 
port .  In Maths,  students         
considered the financial aspect 
and in Geography they decided on 

the best location for the aquarium.  
The Art department saw students 
making fish out of clay, screen 
printing tee shirts as well as some 
b l o c k  p r i n t i n g .  S t u d e n t s          
considered access to the building 
for all members of the community 
in their PSHEE lessons.  Part of 
the presentation was spoken in 
German, so students appreciated 
the need to communicate with 
visitors from other countries.  The 
environmental issues of an    
aquarium were discussed in RS 
and students wrote poems.  
There were two winning groups.  
The Atlantis team members were 
Emily Rogers SW, Jake Roberts 
DL, Chloe Davies JAG & Kayleigh 
Rich SG.   In their presentation 
they told us  óour aim was to     
entertain and amaze you with our 
incredible feature the abyss dug 
5km into the ground.ô  ñBubble 

Wonderlandò team members were 
Cerys Whitfield, Henry Meakin and 
Steven Prout. 
Congratulations to the team       
members who all received a      
certificate and balloon gift.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

óBits & Bytesô 

 

Dairy Crest Competition  
During a visit to the óSkills Festivalô in       
Telford Year 9 students, Jordan Barber, Sally 
Fisher & Faye Phillips each won World Cup 
footballs following their success in the Dairy 
Crest Mystery Milkshake competition. 

Every year, a group of Year 7 pupils,  accompanied by 4 staff, take part in 
a visit to Le Touquet, a market town on the Opal Coast of France.  They 
will visit Boulogne as well as Nausicaa, the French National Sea Life Centre 
and a traditional chocolaterie.  They will also have the opportunity to try 
out a little French during their three day visit.     

Mrs Jones 

with Jordan 

Barber & 

Sally Fisher 

We welcomed two French students 
who visited the school in May.  
They shadowed their host student 
in lessons whilst in school.  Seen 
here with Robbie Bosley & Paul 
Hammond (yr 10) are Quetin     
Morell & Nathan Marquez. 

 

In preparation for Work         

Experience Year 10 students 

saw a presentation given by       

Shropshire Fire Service and 

learnt about safety and         

prevention of 

fire in the work 

place.    

 Gardening Club is held every 
Thursday after school & is      
starting to reap rewards!          
Students Rhys Whiten SMH, Jack 
Allwood Smith JKJ & Chantelle 
Whittaker SMH with members of 
staff Mrs M Kent & Mrs Whiten.  

Mrs Fisher with Mr L Ellerby and 

students Ben Walsh,  Jordan   
Domagalski, Jasmine Humphries 

& Kamara Fox -Byrne.  


